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What We Will Learn

·Direct instruction to parent for child

·To be implemented by parent

·Directly for the child

·By guiding the child

·Abraham on covenant of circumcision

·Rebekah on Jacob-Esau relationship

·Joseph on flight to Egypt and back

·Genesis 17, 25 & 27 and Matthew 2

Instruction to Parent for ChildðMessaging Child through Parent



Covenant with Abraham

·Godôs conditional promise

·Promise to Abraham and descendants

·Requirement from Abraham and 
descendants

·Abraham was 99 years old

·Instruction to Abraham 

·For himself

·Mostly for his descendants

·Genesis 17:1ï3
Instruction to Parent for ChildðMessaging Child through Parent



Instruction to Parent for ChildðMessaging Child through Parent

Genesis 17 (NIV)

1 When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the 

Lord appeared to him and said, ñI am God 

Almighty; walk before me faithfully and be 

blameless.

2 Then I will make my covenant between me 

and you and will greatly increase your 

numbers.ò

3 Abram fell facedown, and God said to him,



Covenant First Part

·Promise to Abraham and descendants

·Offspring expansion

·Prosperity

·Will be your God (guidance and protection)

·Ownership of homeland

·Genesis 17:4ï8

Instruction to Parent for ChildðMessaging Child through Parent



Instruction to Parent for ChildðMessaging Child through Parent

Genesis 17 (NIV)

4 ñAs for me, this is my covenant with you: 

You will be the father of many nations.

5 No longer will you be called Abram; your 

name will be Abraham, for I have made you a 

father of many nations.

·Abram: ñexalted fatherò

·Abraham: ñfather of manyò



Instruction to Parent for ChildðMessaging Child through Parent

Genesis 17 (NIV)

6 I will make you very fruitful; I will make 

nations of you, and kings will come from you.

7 I will establish my covenant as an 

everlasting covenant between me and you 

and your descendants after you for the 

generations to come, to be your God and the 

God of your descendants after you.



Instruction to Parent for ChildðMessaging Child through Parent

Genesis 17 (NIV)

8 The whole land of Canaan, where you now 

reside as a foreigner, I will give as an 

everlasting possession to you and your 

descendants after you; and I will be their 

God.



Covenant Second Part

·Requirement from Abraham

·Instruction to Abraham for descendants

·Worship and serve God

·Every male to be circumcised

·Symbol of covenant 

·Genesis 17:1 & 9ï14
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Instruction to Parent for ChildðMessaging Child through Parent

Genesis 17 (NIV)

1 When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the 

Lord appeared to him and said, ñI am God 

Almighty; walk before me faithfully and be 

blameless.



Instruction to Parent for ChildðMessaging Child through Parent

Genesis 17 (NIV)

9 Then God said to Abraham, ñAs for you, 
you must keep my covenant, you and your 
descendants after you for the generations to 
come.

10 This is my covenant with you and your 

descendants after you, the covenant you are 

to keep: Every male among you shall be 

circumcised.



Instruction to Parent for ChildðMessaging Child through Parent

Genesis 17 (NIV)

11 You are to undergo circumcision, and it will 

be the sign of the covenant between me and 

you.

12 For the generations to come every male 

among you who is eight days old must be 

circumcised, including those born in your 

household or bought with money from a 

foreignerðthose who are not your offspring.



Instruction to Parent for ChildðMessaging Child through Parent

Genesis 17 (NIV)

13 Whether born in your household or bought 

with your money, they must be circumcised. 

My covenant in your flesh is to be an 

everlasting covenant.

14 Any uncircumcised male, who has not 

been circumcised in the flesh, will be cut off 

from his people; he has broken my covenant.

·Instruction to Abraham for descendants

·To descendant parents for children



Revelation to Rebekah

Jacob-Esau Relationship

·Unusual jostling in her womb

·Sought Godôs guidance

·Two children in her womb

·Will separate into two nations

·One stronger than the other

·Older child will serve the younger

·Genesis 25:19ï23
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Instruction to Parent for ChildðMessaging Child through Parent

Genesis 25 (NKJV)

19 This is the genealogy of Isaac, Abraham's 

son. Abraham begot Isaac.

20 Isaac was forty years old when he took 

Rebekah as wife, the daughter of Bethuel the 

Syrian of Padan Aram, the sister of Laban the 

Syrian.



Instruction to Parent for ChildðMessaging Child through Parent

Genesis 25 (NKJV)

21 Now Isaac pleaded with the Lord for his 
wife, because she was barren; and the Lord 
granted his plea, and Rebekah his wife 
conceived.

22 But the children struggled together within 

her; and she said, ñIf all is well, why am I like 

this?ò So she went to inquire of the Lord.



Instruction to Parent for ChildðMessaging Child through Parent

Genesis 25 (NKJV)

23 And the Lord said to her:

ñTwo nations are in your womb,

Two peoples shall be separated from your 

body;

One people shall be stronger than the other,

And the older shall serve the younger.ò

·I have selected younger of two children

·To receive family inheritance



Rebekahôs Mandate

·Traditional practice

·Favored first-born male for inheritance

·God informed Rebekah

·He chose younger of two children

·Mandated Rebekah to intervene

·Keep the instruction

·And implement instruction for the children 

Instruction to Parent for ChildðMessaging Child through Parent



Rebekahôs Intervention

·Redirected husband Isaac

·To confer family blessing on Jacob

·Guided Jacob

·To implement instruction

·Regarding Jacob-Esau relationship

·Genesis 27:1ï29

[1ï10 read in session] 
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Instruction to Parent for ChildðMessaging Child through Parent

Genesis 27 (NKJV)

1 Now it came to pass, when Isaac was old 
and his eyes were so dim that he could not 
see, that he called Esau his older son and 
said to him, ñMy son.ò
And he answered him, ñHere I am.ò

2 Then he said, ñBehold now, I am old. I do 

not know the day of my death.



Instruction to Parent for ChildðMessaging Child through Parent

Genesis 27 (NKJV)

3 Now therefore, please take your weapons, 

your quiver and your bow, and go out to the 

field and hunt game for me.

4 And make me savory food, such as I love, 

and bring it to me that I may eat, that my soul 

may bless you before I die.ò



Instruction to Parent for ChildðMessaging Child through Parent

Genesis 27 (NKJV)

5 Now Rebekah was listening when Isaac 

spoke to Esau his son. And Esau went to the 

field to hunt game and to bring it.

6 So Rebekah spoke to Jacob her son, 

saying, ñIndeed I heard your father speak to 

Esau your brother, saying,

7 óBring me game and make savory food for 

me, that I may eat it and bless you in the 

presence of the Lord before my death.ô



Instruction to Parent for ChildðMessaging Child through Parent

Genesis 27 (NKJV)

8 Now therefore, my son, obey my voice 

according to what I command you.

9 Go now to the flock and bring me from 
there two choice kids of the goats, and I will 
make savory food from them for your father, 
such as he loves.

10 Then you shall take it to your father, that 

he may eat it, and that he may bless you 

before his death.ò



Rebekahôs Intervention contôd

·Received instruction from God

·For her child

·Guided child to implement instruction

·Took advantage of husbandôs failing sight

[Future study under spousal interactions] 
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Instruction to Joseph

Flight to Egypt

·King Herod planned to kill baby Jesus

·Angel instructed father Joseph

·To move family to Egypt

·Instruction to parent Joseph

·For child Jesus

·Joseph implemented instruction

·Matthew 2:1ï15 [13ï15 read in session]
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Instruction to Parent for ChildðMessaging Child through Parent

Matthew 2 (NIV)

13 When they had gone, an angel of the Lord 

appeared to Joseph in a dream. ñGet up,ò he 

said, ñtake the child and his mother and 

escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for 

Herod is going to search for the child to kill 

him.ò



Instruction to Parent for ChildðMessaging Child through Parent

Matthew 2 (NIV)

14 So he got up, took the child and his 

mother during the night and left for Egypt,

15 where he stayed until the death of Herod. 

And so was fulfilled what the Lord had said 

through the prophet: ñOut of Egypt I called my 

son.ò



Instruction to Joseph

Return to Israel from Egypt

·After King Herod died

·Angel instructed father Joseph

·To move family back to Israel

·Instruction to parent Joseph

·For child Jesus

·Joseph implemented instruction

·Matthew 2:19ï23
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