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What We Will Learn

·Example on God messaging a child

·Through “normal” parental interaction

·David’s father sent him on errand

·To check on senior brothers in battle field

·Led David to mission

·Encounter with Goliath

·Led Israel to victory over Philistines

·Established himself as future leader of Israel

·1 Samuel 17
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Messaging Child

via Normal Parental Interaction

·Parent passes information to child

·Instruction

·Advice

·Request

·Other parent-child interaction

·Not known to parent or child

·That the information is message from God

·Example from life of David
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David’s Father Sends Him

on Errand

·David’s three senior brothers

·Members of Israel’s army under Saul

·At Valley of Elah to battle Philistines

·David’s father sent him on errand

·To check on his brothers

·Deliver gifts to them

·Return with information about their condition

·1 Samuel 17:1–4, 8–13, and 17–18
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1 Samuel 17 (NKJV)

1 Now the Philistines gathered their armies 

together to battle, and were gathered at 

Sochoh, which belongs to Judah; they 

encamped between Sochoh and Azekah, in 

Ephes Dammim.

2 And Saul and the men of Israel were 

gathered together, and they encamped in the 

Valley of Elah, and drew up in battle array 

against the Philistines.
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1 Samuel 17 (NKJV)

3 The Philistines stood on a mountain on one 

side, and Israel stood on a mountain on the 

other side, with a valley between them.

4 And a champion went out from the camp of 

the Philistines, named Goliath, from Gath, 

whose height was six cubits and a span.
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1 Samuel 17 (NKJV)

8 Then he stood and cried out to the armies 
of Israel, and said to them, “Why have you 
come out to line up for battle? Am I not a 
Philistine, and you the servants of Saul? 
Choose a man for yourselves, and let him 
come down to me.

9 If he is able to fight with me and kill me, 

then we will be your servants. But if I prevail 

against him and kill him, then you shall be our 

servants and serve us.”
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1 Samuel 17 (NKJV)

10 And the Philistine said, “I defy the armies 

of Israel this day; give me a man, that we 

may fight together.”

11 When Saul and all Israel heard these 

words of the Philistine, they were dismayed 

and greatly afraid.

·Israelites with leader Saul were completely 
discouraged and terrified by Goliath

·Needed a leader to harness power of God
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1 Samuel 17 (NKJV)

12 Now David was the son of that Ephrathite
of Bethlehem Judah, whose name was 
Jesse, and who had eight sons. And the man 
was old, advanced in years, in the days of 
Saul.

13 The three oldest sons of Jesse had gone 
to follow Saul to the battle. The names of his 
three sons who went to the battle were Eliab 
the firstborn, next to him Abinadab, and the 
third Shammah.
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1 Samuel 17 (NKJV)

17 Then Jesse said to his son David, “Take 

now for your brothers an ephah of this dried 

grain and these ten loaves, and run to your 

brothers at the camp.

18 And carry these ten cheeses to the captain 

of their thousand, and see how your brothers 

fare, and bring back news of them.”



Objective of the Errand

·What Jesse sent David to accomplish

·Check on his brothers and bring back 

information about their condition

·Did not meet brothers at the camp

·Went to the battle line to find them

·There he encountered Goliath

·1 Samuel 17:20–23

·Does child understand objective of errand?
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1 Samuel 17 (NKJV)

20 So David rose early in the morning, left the 

sheep with a keeper, and took the things and 

went as Jesse had commanded him. And he 

came to the camp as the army was going out 

to the fight and shouting for the battle.

21 For Israel and the Philistines had drawn 

up in battle array, army against army.
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1 Samuel 17 (NKJV)

22 And David left his supplies in the hand of 

the supply keeper, ran to the army, and came 

and greeted his brothers.

23 Then as he talked with them, there was 

the champion, the Philistine of Gath, Goliath 

by name, coming up from the armies of the 

Philistines; and he spoke according to the 

same words. So David heard them.



David Changes Focus

on Hearing Goliath

·Observed Israel’s army was terrified

·Believed in supremacy of God

·And supremacy of Israel under God

·Did not accept anybody defying God

·Not someone that worshiped a non-God

·Committed to showing supremacy of God

·1 Samuel 17:24–26
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1 Samuel 17 (NKJV)

24 And all the men of Israel, when they saw 
the man, fled from him and were dreadfully 
afraid.

25 So the men of Israel said, “Have you seen 
this man who has come up? Surely he has 
come up to defy Israel; and it shall be that the 
man who kills him the king will enrich with 
great riches, will give him his daughter, and 
give his father's house exemption from taxes 
in Israel.”
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1 Samuel 17 (NKJV)

26 Then David spoke to the men who stood 

by him, saying, “What shall be done for the 

man who kills this Philistine and takes away 

the reproach from Israel? For who is this 

uncircumcised Philistine, that he should defy 

the armies of the living God?”

·Interested in the reward

·Motivated by a hunger to demonstrate 

supremacy of God



David’s Unwavering Commitment

to His Redefined Mission

·Tried to motivate Israelites

·Refused to be distracted by his brother

·Recognized he needed Saul’s approval

·Argued the power of God will help him 

defeat any enemy

·Chose to fight “in his own shoes” 

·1 Samuel 17:26–40 [36–37 read in session]
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1 Samuel 17 (NKJV)

36 Your servant has killed both lion and bear; 

and this uncircumcised Philistine will be like 

one of them, seeing he has defied the armies 

of the living God.”

37 Moreover David said, “The Lord, who 

delivered me from the paw of the lion and 

from the paw of the bear, He will deliver me 

from the hand of this Philistine.” And Saul 

said to David, “Go, and the Lord be with you!”



Prayer, Battle Cry,

and Sermon

·David approached Goliath to fight him

·Offered a prayer

·A statement that the battle will fulfill God’s 

purpose

·A sermon to all witnesses and observers

·Disguised as a rebuke of the Philistine

·1 Samuel 17:45–47
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1 Samuel 17 (NKJV)

45 Then David said to the Philistine, “You 

come to me with a sword, with a spear, and 

with a javelin. But I come to you in the name 

of the Lord of hosts, the God of the armies of 

Israel, whom you have defied.

·Oh God, channel your power

·Through me to fight this man

·He has defied your army and defied you
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1 Samuel 17 (NKJV)

46 This day the Lord will deliver you into my 

hand, and I will strike you and take your head 

from you. And this day I will give the 

carcasses of the camp of the Philistines to 

the birds of the air and the wild beasts of the 

earth, that all the earth may know that there is 

a God in Israel.

·Strike this man down and give me his head

·Scatter and destroy the Philistine army

·Let the world know you are God of Israel
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1 Samuel 17 (NKJV)

47 Then all this assembly shall know that the 

Lord does not save with sword and spear; for 

the battle is the Lord's, and He will give you 

into our hands.”

·All people will know their weapon has no 

power against your weapon

·Father, this is your battle

·I offer myself as channel for your weapon



God’s Intervention

·David threw a stone at Goliath

·God turned the stone into lethal weapon

·Pierced into Goliath’s forehead

·God intervened miraculously

·Through David’s human effort

·And killed Goliath

·1 Samuel 17:49
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1 Samuel 17 (NKJV)

49 Then David put his hand in his bag and 
took out a stone; and he slung it and struck 
the Philistine in his forehead, so that the 
stone sank into his forehead, and he fell on 
his face to the earth.

·Humanly impossible to generate sufficient 

velocity with a shepherd’s sling

·To make a smooth stone pierce into a 

person’s forehead

·God’s miracle through human action



What We Learned

·Jesse delivered a message from God

·Asked David to go and check and bring 

report on his brothers’ conditions

·God called David to a mission

·To kill Goliath

·Lead Israel to victory over Philistines

·Establish himself as future leader of Israel

·David accepted and fulfilled the mission 
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What We Learned cont’d

What David Did to Accept Mission

·David heeded his father

·Understood and accepted the errand

·Committed to accomplishing the objective

·Transitioned to mission on hearing Goliath

·Belief in God

·Supremacy of God

·Supremacy of Israel under God

·Leadership instinct

·God used message to lift David and Israel
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What We Learned cont’d

Accepting God’s Intervention

·David in confronting Goliath

·Did what he could (applied human effort)

·With faith of God based on understanding 
his and Israel’s relationship with God

·Refused to pretend to be what he wasn’t

·Prayed from the heart while applying human 
effort and principles

·God intervened miraculously through 
David’s human effort
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Accepting God’s Intervention

Deploy your capabilities with faith of God

to fight your battles

God will intervene at his time his way to fulfill 

his purpose through what you do
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